534                           THE END

1658 of the spirit, and that inner world, which the press of terrestrial cares had lately occluded from him, now became the one reality. The intricate round of dirties, the glory of his victories, the glittering embassies from the kings of the earth, the cabals of his enemies and the doubts of his friends, his dreams for England and Europe, all fell away to an infinite distance, and he was left face to face with his soul. He had lost the dearest thing in. life. " Poor Bettie" now knew the Lord's mercies which he had so often besought for her, but they were far from him. In those tortured clays he found comfort at last in the fourth chapter of the Epistle to the Philippians, the scripture which he said had saved his life when his eldest son died long ago at school " Heading on to the thirteenth verse where Paul saith, c 1 can do all things through Christ that strengthen eth me/ then faith began to work, and his heart to feel support and comfort, saying thus to himself, c He that was Paul's Christ is my Christ too,' and so drew water out of the well of salvation."

By August 17 he had mended a little, and that day lie was permitted to be out of doors for an hour, but the doctors were still uneasy, especially Bate, who had been with him in Scotland, and remembered his illness there. The weather in mid-August was tempestuous, and on the 18th came that storm from the south-west which destroyed John Evelyn's orchards, Oliver insisted on taking the air abroad, a grey and haggard ghost in the midst of his escort. On the 20th George Fox arrived with a petition. It was their third meeting, but on the last occasion Oliver had been in the mood to chaff the solemn Quaker on his spiritual complacency, and Fox had withdrawn offended and perplexed. Now his plea was heard and he was bidden come again on the morrow. " Before I came to him," he wrote, " as he rode at the head of his life-guards, I saw and felt a waft of death go forth against him; and when I came to him he looked like a dead man."

Next day, Saturday the 21st, when Fox appeared he was not admitted, for Oliver was sick again, The low